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We’re celebrating, and you’re invited!
Come to the Grand Opening of Grace Church’s new location at 159th and Antioch in Overland Park

8500 W. 159th St., Overland Park, KS 66223
(913) 814-7223

www.visitgracechurch.com

See inside for:
A message from the lead pastor • Grand Opening details • A little history lesson

A look inside the new facility • Ministries available • Upcoming events • Meet the staff



a message
  from the pastor

Grand Opening Events
Easter Weekend

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15, 9 a.m. to noon

Family Easter Service and Celebration
Saturday, April 15Saturday, April 15, 6 p.m.

Easter Sunday Services 
Sunday, April 16, 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
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Many of us have memories of what it’s like to move into a new home. After months of planning            
and preparation, moving day fi nally arrives. New opportunities and responsibilities — what an 
exciting time! The same is true for Grace Church. Moving day has arrived, and I’ve never been 
more excited about what God is doing!

When people move into a new home, they often dream about the possibilities. They walk from 
room to room wondering how the people they care about could be impacted and benefi t from the 
move. Likewise, at Grace we are dreaming about the possibilities:

•  Children, creatively introduced to a relationship with God, infused with the truth that spiritual 
life can be fun.

•  Youth, fully engaged in the pursuit of God, supported by a network of friends during their 
transitional years.

•  Singles, enjoying life with other singles while they cultivate intimacy with God.

•  Couples, learning how a healthy relationship with Christ brings joy, vitality and healing to 
their marriage.

•  Parents, discovering that God wants to help them develop their children into the people God 
intended them to be.

•  Everyone, realizing that life isn’t about them…It’s about God and His purposes…realizing that life isn’t about them…It’s about God and His purposes…It’s about 
serving other people. 

If you are looking for a church home, I’d like to invite you to visit ours.  Our If you are looking for a church home, I’d like to invite you to visit ours.  Our If you are looking for a church home, I’d like to invite you to visit ours.  Our home is 
open to everyone.  If you visit, I believe you’ll fi nd people who are truly open to everyone.  If you visit, I believe you’ll fi nd people who are truly open to everyone.  If you visit, I believe you’ll fi nd people who are truly loving, who are 
engaged in the lifelong process of learning, and who desire to be infl uencers for good,  and who desire to be infl uencers for good,  and who desire to be infl uencers for good, 
leading by example.
  
Tim Howey, Lead Pastor

8500 W. 159th St.
Overland Park, KS 66223

(913) 814-7223
www.visitgracechurch.com
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By Jan Dumay
Special Sections Writer

After 9½ years of meeting in borrowed and rented spaces, members of the non-
denominational Grace Church are thrilled to have their very own building at 
159th Street and Antioch Road.

It is, indeed, a time of celebration.
“We are extremely excited about this,” Lead Pastor Tim Howey said. “The future 

is bright. The building is now the tool that can be used in a maximal way to 
accomplish our ministry.”

Grace Church’s fi rst service was on Sept. 29, 1996, in the borrowed basement 
of the Kansas City Baptist Temple. Within three months, attendance grew to about 
80 people. On March 2, 1997, the church moved to Indian Valley Elementary in 
Overland Park. After two years there, the church moved to Blue Valley Middle 
School on June 6, 1999. Weekend attendance is more than 450 people.

Throughout it all, the Blue Valley School District was wonderful to work with, 
Howey said.

“But there’s the practical reality of not having the school available for all the 
hours we need it each week,” he said.

Plus, meeting in a school had its limitations.
“Up to now, we spent an incredible amount of energy just setting up for church,” 

said Brian Gann, executive pastor and pastor of children ministries. “We start 
setting up around 7 a.m. to get ready for 9 a.m. services and break down the 
facility well after the last worshippers have left.”

As church leaders looked for a new home, it was always clear that they wanted 
to build in the Overland Park area.

“From the very beginning we were looking at biblical examples of churches, 
such as the church of Jerusalem, the church of Antioch,” Howey said. “There were 
certain characteristics about the church of Antioch that were very intriguing to us 
and really excited us about using it for the vision of our church. We always wanted 
to be similar to the church of Antioch in terms of the innovative ways it reached 

out to people. Our God is a God of 
love, of creativity, of innovation. Grace 
Church exists to complement what other 
churches are doing in the community, 
not to compete with them.”

When land became available at 159th
Street and Antioch Road, it seemed the 
ideal place to build a new church.

“It’s really interesting. From the very 
beginning, we always wanted to be like 
the church of Antioch, and now we’re 
the church on Antioch,” Howey said.

Without ever doing a formal 
fundraising campaign, the church was 
able to pay off the $1.2 million land. 
“Once we paid off the land, we started 
the building campaign,” Howey said.

Now, in the middle of a three-year 
fundraising campaign for its $6.5 million 
building, Grace Church is opening 

its doors to the public for its grand opening, which will take place over Easter 
weekend. An Easter egg hunt will be from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 15. 
A family Easter service and celebration will be on Saturday at 6 p.m. Then, on 
Sunday, April 16, regular Easter services will be at 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Contemporary and innovative nondenominational
worship services highlight Grace Church
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To learn more about Grace Church, visit its Web site at
www.visitgracechurch.com or call (913) 814-7223.

The mission of Grace Church is expressed through a single statement: “We exist 
to love, to learn, to lead — changing lives for Christ.” 

The new building, Howey said, is an opportunity to partner with God to do 
amazing things.

“God has been preparing our church for years for this moment,” he said.
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Whatever your age or life situation, a ministry 
awaits you at Grace Church. Groups for children, 
teens, singles, couples, women, men and those 50 
and older are available. Small groups are designed 
to help you fi nd your own unique ministry to 
God and the church. Bible study groups meet 
throughout the week. Volunteer opportunities, 
mission trips and fun activities like canoeing and 
skiing trips are all part of Grace Church’s ministry 
program.

Here is a sampling of what is available for 
children and youth:

Grace Place for Kids is Grace Church’s Sunday 
morning children’s ministry. Grace Place is a cool 
environment where children learn age-appropriate 
teachings that make a relationship with God 
come alive. There are many opportunities for 
children from birth through fi fth grade to enjoy 
church each week. 

Xzibit — J (Middle School) is a place where 
students can experience God’s love in a way 
that is real, relevant and relational. Grace Church is dedicated to creating an 
atmosphere where students in grades six through eight can relax, have fun and 
build lasting relationships. Meeting times are 11:00 a.m. Sundays and 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays.

Fusion — (High School) is a place where high school students in ninth through 
12th grades can experience God’s love in an authentic way. Each Sunday morning 
and Wednesday night, students build relationships with others and learn how 
God’s word applies in the “real world” by addressing issues every senior high 
student faces. Grace Church loves to help students discover God’s plan for their 
life. Meeting times are 11:00 a.m. Sundays and 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays.

For more information, call (913) 814-7223 or visit
www.visitgracechurch.com.
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   Grace Church’s new building was
designed for fl exibility, relevance
It’s been 91/2 years in the making, but Grace Church now has a 

new 38,000–square-foot building on an 18-acre campus. Here 
is a tour of some of the building’s features:

Grace Church provides ministries
for every age, interest

SUMMER CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH CAMPS
Summer Breakout (Vacation Bible School)
Ages 4 years to fi fth grade
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. July 10-14 at Grace Church

Middle School Camp
July 17-22 at YouthFront Camp West
Edgerton, Kan.

High School Camp
Student Life @ The Beach 
June 25 to July 1
South Padre Island, Texas

For more information, contact Grace Church at (913) 814-7223
or visit its Web site at www.visitgracechurch.com.

“Every child at some point reaches 
the age where they decide whether 
or not they want to follow God. 
Our vision is to make a relationship 
with Christ real to kids and make 
church a vital place for their lives. 
The perception so often is that a 
relationship with Christ is boring, but 
it’s not. Our goal is to communicate 
with the kids that it’s the most exciting endeavor they 
could ever hope to be a part of.  And when they get to the 
age that they decide whether to go to church, they will 
naturally say, ‘Of course. I wouldn’t do anything else.’”

—  Brian Gann, Pastor of Children Ministries 

“We strive to build leadership and 
enable teenagers to become the 
church of today rather than waiting 
to become the church of tomorrow.”

—  Jim Williams, Senior Youth 
Director



Grace Place for Kids

Xzibit — J (Middle School)

Fusion — (High School)
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   Grace Church’s new building was
designed for fl exibility, relevance
It’s been 91/2 years in the making, but Grace Church now has a 

new 38,000–square-foot building on an 18-acre campus. Here 
is a tour of some of the building’s features:
Multi-Purpose Worship Center

At the heart of the design is the Multi-Purpose Worship Center. It’s a comfortable, spacious At the heart of the design is the Multi-Purpose Worship Center. It’s a comfortable, spacious 
and welcoming space with a seating capacity of 800. This fl exible space can be quickly and welcoming space with a seating capacity of 800. This fl exible space can be quickly 
changed to accommodate weekend services, concerts, recreation and conference settings. changed to accommodate weekend services, concerts, recreation and conference settings. 
The center will be equipped with the latest sound, lighting and multimedia equipment.The center will be equipped with the latest sound, lighting and multimedia equipment.

Children’s Ministries
Grace Place for kids is located in the lower level of the facility and has a special drive-Grace Place for kids is located in the lower level of the facility and has a special drive-Grace Place for kids is located in the lower level of the facility and has a special drive-

up and entrance for convenient drop-off and pick-up of kids. The children’s facility will up and entrance for convenient drop-off and pick-up of kids. The children’s facility will up and entrance for convenient drop-off and pick-up of kids. The children’s facility will 
be equipped with a full range of teaching environments that will bring the Bible to life be equipped with a full range of teaching environments that will bring the Bible to life be equipped with a full range of teaching environments that will bring the Bible to life 
for every child. Our teaching teams use drama, music, object lessons and cutting-edge for every child. Our teaching teams use drama, music, object lessons and cutting-edge for every child. Our teaching teams use drama, music, object lessons and cutting-edge 
technology to help every child learn about God’s love and plan for his or her life.technology to help every child learn about God’s love and plan for his or her life.technology to help every child learn about God’s love and plan for his or her life.

Middle School and High School Middle School and High School 
The middle school and high school classes are located in the lower level in adjacent The middle school and high school classes are located in the lower level in adjacent The middle school and high school classes are located in the lower level in adjacent 

classrooms. Each classroom will be equipped with the latest audio, video and multimedia Each classroom will be equipped with the latest audio, video and multimedia Each classroom will be equipped with the latest audio, video and multimedia 
technology to enhance the learning experience.technology to enhance the learning experience.

Adult Ministries
The adult ministry classrooms are located in the lower level. Flexible partitions and The adult ministry classrooms are located in the lower level. Flexible partitions and The adult ministry classrooms are located in the lower level. Flexible partitions and 

moving walls allow for the maximum fl exibility for class sizes and activities.walls allow for the maximum fl exibility for class sizes and activities.walls allow for the maximum fl exibility for class sizes and activities.

Grace Church provides ministries
for every age, interest

SUMMER CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH CAMPS
Summer Breakout (Vacation Bible School)

Middle School Camp

High School Camp

“Every child at some point reaches 
the age where they decide whether 
or not they want to follow God. 
Our vision is to make a relationship 
with Christ real to kids and make 
church a vital place for their lives. 
The perception so often is that a 
relationship with Christ is boring, but 
it’s not. Our goal is to communicate 
with the kids that it’s the most exciting endeavor they 
could ever hope to be a part of.  And when they get to the 
age that they decide whether to go to church, they will 
naturally say, ‘Of course. I wouldn’t do anything else.’”

—  Brian Gann, Pastor of Children Ministries 

“We strive to build leadership and 
enable teenagers to become the 
church of today rather than waiting 
to become the church of tomorrow.”

—  Jim Williams, Senior Youth 
Director



Grace Church plans exciting programs this year
Many opportunities exist for all ages to get involved at Grace Church. Here are just a few:

The purpose of Grace Church’s Celebrate Recovery ministry is to provide 
fellowship and celebrate God’s healing power in people’s lives through a biblical 
12-step program. This ministry was developed by the church of internationally 
renowned Pastor Rick Warren. This experience allows participants to be changed. 
By learning and applying these biblical principles, the participants begin to 
grow spiritually and become free from addictive, compulsive and dysfunctional 
behaviors. This freedom creates peace, serenity, joy and most importantly, a 
stronger personal relationship with God and others. 

The Celebrate Recovery ministry meets at 6:30 p.m. every Monday night and 
is open to everyone.
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GRACE

U
Grace U is the church’s plan to enrich the quality of spiritual life 

in its community. In a classroom setting, the church offers biblical 
continuing education for adults. Classes include a structured 
study as well as an open forum Q&A Bible study.

The Q&A Bible class meets from 7 to 8 p.m. every Wednesday.

Star Credits
Writer/Editor: Jan Dumay; Designer: Adam Yarnevich
Photographer: Rebecca Friend
Many thanks to Grace Church for supplying additional photos.

MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers. 
MOPS International exists to meet the needs of 
every mom — urban, suburban and rural moms; 
stay-at-home and working moms; teen, single 
and married moms — moms with different 
lifestyles who all share a desire to be the very 
best moms they can be. MOPS recognizes that 

the years from infancy through kindergarten are foundational in a mother-child 
relationship and are fi lled with unique needs.

MOPS helps moms through relationships 
established in the context of local groups 
that provide a caring atmosphere for today’s 
mother of young children.

Beginning in September, MOPS will meet 
the second and fourth Monday mornings of 
the month.

Upcoming details will be on the church’s 
Web site, www.visitgracechurch.com.

Fall Women’s Retreat
A Women’s Retreat will be held 

Nov. 3 and 4 at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Overland Park. Beth Booram, an 
accomplished speaker, author and 
teacher of thousands of women,   will 
be the keynote speaker.

For more information about Booram, 
visit her Web site at
www.wideopenspacesofgod.org.

Coming this fall
During an earlier campaign 

called 40 Days of Purpose, Grace 
Church answered the question: 
“What on earth am I here for?” 
Church members joined millions 
of people who experienced a 
new faith awakening: discovering 
God’s purposes for the fi rst time. 
But there’s a bigger idea: You 
were never meant to fulfi ll God’s 
purposes on your own!

This fall, Grace Church will embark on a church-wide spiritual growth 
campaign called 40 Days of Community, and the public is invited to be part 
of the experience.

In this campaign, people will 
discover that God’s purposes 
can only be fully lived out 
in community with others 
— we are better together. 
Join us in September  for the 
kickoff service. Everyone is 
welcome.
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Offi ce staff, from left: Jim Williams, Brian Gann, Pat Hafl ich, Tracie 
Burrow, Ben Abu Saada and Tim Howey. Submitted photo.

Pastor Tom Herzog 
(pictured above in red) 
says he was overwhelmed 
by the compassion and 
generosity of church 
members during a relief 
effort to help Katrina 
victims. “This is what it 
means to be part of a 
community and, most 
importantly, a church,” 
Herzog said.
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LEADERSHIP
Pastors
Lead Pastor and Pastor of Adult Ministry — Tim Howey
Executive Pastor and Pastor of Children Ministries — Brian Gann
Pastor — Tom Herzog

Support Staff
Accounting — Tracie Burrow
Offi ce Administration — Pat Hafl ich

Care and Prayer Ministries
Prayer Ministry — Al Guinn
Celebrate Recovery — James Sherry
Deacons — Steve Wolfe

Weekend Services
Worship Director — Ben Abu Saada
Weekend Experience — Joe Broome

Children’s Ministry
Nursery — Mindy Herzog
Preschool — Cathy Howey
Elementary — Lori Sapp
Kid’s CORE — Michelle Gann

Youth Ministry
Senior Youth Director and Middle School Ministry  — Jim WilliamsSenior Youth Director and Middle School Ministry  — Jim Williams
Senior High Ministry — Steve Heinauer — Steve Heinauer

Ministry Leaders
Singles Ministry — Chuck and Carolynn Deeds— Chuck and Carolynn Deeds
Small Groups — Charles and Andrea Sullivan— Charles and Andrea Sullivan
Women’s Ministry — Janna RustWomen’s Ministry — Janna Rust
50 and Better Ministry — Jim and Rachel Brown50 and Better Ministry — Jim and Rachel Brown50 and Better Ministry — Jim and Rachel Brown
Sports Ministry — Doug HeimSports Ministry — Doug Heim
World Missions — Dean CallisonWorld Missions — Dean Callison
Spiritual Development — Dave TenniswoodSpiritual Development — Dave TenniswoodSpiritual Development — Dave Tenniswood
Equipping Ministry — Al and Chris HedrickEquipping Ministry — Al and Chris HedrickEquipping Ministry — Al and Chris Hedrick

Service times are 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. SundaysService times are 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. SundaysService times are 9 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Sundays

Grace Church
8500 W. 15 W. 159th St., Overland Park, KS 66223 St., Overland Park, KS 66223 St., Overland Park, KS 66223
(913) 814-7223(913) 814-7223
www.visitgracechurch.comwww.visitgracechurch.com
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